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I just came back vesterday from 10 days in New York, near Gramercy Park.

I taught 32 years, inner-city Milwaukee and left ten years ago to run our soap
business. I love people , play guitar for children all over America, and was in
town for a two night, “Off-Off Broadway” presentation of my life with Dr.
Bronners Soaps, music and people.

New York people are now my big story! I did not go to one tourist attraction
but instead experienced your wonderful people in Street fairs and markets,
walking neighborhoods and visiting New Yorker's we've helped as well as
getting ready for the show.

The highlight of this all were my experiences at PS 76 on 121st and the
people I met in Harlem. Because of donating some soap and money to a
teacher there, I promised to play guitar for the students. The stereotype
image of Harlem that reaches out to us in the Midwest is that I was risking life
and limb , should wear a bulletproof jacket and only go in daylight. I was
apprehensive.

The reality was that I met such wonderful lovely children and teachers that I
went back a week later. What a joy to get the kids laughing and singing, to be
hugged by teachers, administrator and kids, to be known as “the soap man!”
The teacher, Tom Goodridge who is white also, walked me two blocks to treat
me to a meal and I would say at least ten neighbors shook his hand or hugged
him. Because the feeling I got when I called back home in Milwaukee was that I
was just lucky,I did something real crazy: Irode the bus on Saturday night
around 7 from Union Square to 168th street. Both ways from 91st and back I
was the only white man. I did not hear or see one siren, fight, mugging,
homeless person etc. from the window of the bus. I did see people helping a
mother overloaded with bags and kids, to her seat, many thank yous to the
bus driver, kids laughing on playgrounds, lots of ballocns and wonderful
people.

Of course I know that crimes, poverty etc. were going on somewhere, as it
does in all cities, but unless the Mayor told the people, “Shape up! we have a
visitor coming!” I saw the REAL Harlem and the only crime is that the media
has not given it the same coverage as it gave the murders, riots, gangs and
rapes that used to be the main news.

I will be “adopting” PS 76", a school stripped of its music program, without a
piano or guitar. It now will get a gmtar and the experience will always be in my
heart. One of the many thank you's from the kids that I will treasure is from a
girl who wrote me in neat print: “Dear Dr. Bronner, I am six years old and I
love you and I may take you out... " In spirit I'll take her up on it. @
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