Rosemary Landry's labor of love

Al children have special
needs, but this Chicoan's
kids are really special

By MARY NUGENT

Staff Writer

Rosemarie Landry has 12
children who all have serious
disabilities. Al considered
‘unadoptable,” they  have
received from Landry a refuge
from such a label and life,

Her adopted children's
disabilities range from Downe's
syndrome to fetal alcohal
syndrome, and include autism,
paranoid schizophrenia, Golden
Hars syndrome, elephantiasis,
and being deaf. Some have
been physically abused.
Accompanying their disabilities
are behavioral problems.

They range in age fram 7 to
24, Besides this group, there
have been others. All told,
Landry has adopted 39 children
with disabilities over the years.

lt's  overwhelming to
imagine, but Landry is confident
in her life raising her children.
“This is the most wonderful
adventure anybody could ever
have," she said. "l can sing and |
can act: | could be in Europe.
But | love these children.”

Baorn in England, Landry has
lived in the U.5. all her adult life.
She does not seek recognition
or support. She moved her
family to Chico a few years ago
to escape the Bay Area, where
she found it difficult to access
services for the disabled. She
also discovered maore friendly
and tolerant attitudes in Chico
toward children with disahilities.

In Chico, the soft-spoken
Landry found a house with a big
yard and high fences. She feels
safe and accepted.

Once married, Landry and
her husband had three children,
now grown. But he could not
adjust to her desire to adopt
children with disahbilities. The
marriage ended, but her family
with  "unadoptable® children
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Rosemarie Landry (left) spends time at her Chico home after school with her children, Ekaterina
(center), Nikolai (rear) and Chele (right).

"You can't be fake with special needs children.
They'll see right through you. They have taught
me so much. Special needs children will not
trust you at first. You can't force yourself on
them. Just let them figure it out on their own."”

Rosemarie Landry

thrives.

Three of them, now 8, 9 and
11, came from Russian
orphanages. It took her three
years to make the
arrangements to get them and
they arrived as toddlers.
Because they were never held
as hbabies and malnourished,
they reacted to life in a home
with aggression and violence.

"They scratched each
other's faces and broke things.”
she recalled. "I think they broke

seven cribs. | never even figured
out how they did it. They could
not stand to be held. They were
skittish - like feral cats.”

She has worked with them
daily on  behavior and
socialization, and they attend
special education classes., "Even
now there is still a wildness
about them. There is a tough
core in them, but they are
socialized, They have changed a
lot; they can negotiate," she
said.

Ina
nutshell

Name: Rosemarie Landry

Occupation: adoptive mother
of more  than 30 children with
special needs.

Quote: 'This is the most
wonderful adventure anybody
could ever have," she said. "l can
sing and | can act, 1 could be in
Europe. But | love these children.*

Megotiation was a skill she
finetuned with the Russian
children, she said. "With children
like this, you can't use power. |
never use power on them. |
never really do that anyway, but
they taught me to negotiate.”






